
Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WAX-TV 
7 Liacolnn S9me 
New Yo* New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN U K E f T I S T O  iTS ORIGWAL EOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK EISTORY MONT¶f 

As B regvlar viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is", I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the f-t of this highly esteemed public Servicemews progam to a half hour show in order to insert 
"Inside Stuff", a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situatim comedy offering, in the space 
o@$mdly allotted far WAK-TVs lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insdt to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to fhe program's producer. 

"hi. It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and how Gil Noble, has sened its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, tconomiC and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and seIf-esteern to our ~~. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt io diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new weeho-week serial context. The historic Kemec Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in gened and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country's ethnic diversity, "Like It Is- 
has offixed a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine aurent affairs through an 
authentic African-American Perrpective. To date it is the longest running Afriw-hican produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Netwark 
considerable praise in the Black communi@) that has p m d d  the largest body of progmms and 
documentaries in this  count^^ on &e African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiicananceshy have madeinmedia during the past three 
decades are being systematidy reversed R x i i  divers* in media ownership and repmenration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regnlarly scheduled Black prognuns 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, mupled with y m  station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu ofthat slash the time format, reflects a dangm, frightening 
a n d d d i n g t r e n d  

Again, I call upon you to rem "Like It Is" to its original hour format We are very much aware that 
Disrey, an entertainment conglomerate. owns ABC and its new and public a&ii deparhnent. WhiIe I 
will always support "Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if fhese d l e  requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enmuage others to do the same. There ate many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pataini to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that "Like It Is" 
senres. And as Black History M ~ t f i  is fast approachin& and as "Like Jt Is" always does special 
programmiag to honor this month, it is evulrmae urgent that you re tun^ fhe show to its origiaal hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one lmur format in time for Black History m o d ,  I d l  
without k i i o n  use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIK€ITIS TO ITS ORIGlNAL HOUR FORMAT IN T M E  FOR 
BLACK H r s m R Y  nrom 

As 8 regular viewer and strong supporter of “ L i e  It Is”, I am outraged at t l ~  decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehtews program to a half hour show in order to &eat 
‘%side Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
Originauy dotted for WABc-Tv’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decisio~~ an insult to OUT 
communiy, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the pgram’s producer. 

”Li& It Isn, with its multiple award winning proauCer and host GI Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural isms that shape 
ow lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our cammunitJ.. I find the decision to reduce the p r o m  is 
an attempt to diminish its capcity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour, without 
having to r W  to a new wceb;to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Cormuissim d e d  upon the 
media to provide p e r  representation of people of color in gened and the Black camunity in 
particular by airing wriw issues and viewpoints that make up this county’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunitY for people to examine current affairs thro&, an 
authentic African-American p e r s e v e ,  To date it is the longest lunning Afiiw-American produced 
television program h &e U.S. (which llreviously had g h ~  both WABC-TV and the ?9BC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of prognuns and 
documentaries in this comhy on the African experience In the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains !bat people of AIiican ancestry have made in media during the past thee 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversily in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a vi* coupled with your station’s decision to first 
by to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, renects a dangerous, frightening 
and d W i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format We are vay much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment umglomexate, OWN ABC and its news and public af€aii department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will he forced to find other ways to express my displeamre via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to wbat we. feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approachiog and as W e  Jt Is” alwap does special 
progamming fo honor this mMm, if is e m  m e  urgentt&at you return the show to its original hour 
immedi ly .  If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options h o n e d  above. 

cc: Anne M. S-ey, Co-Chair Dimey Media Neiwok; David Sfem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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ZMMEDlATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO f l S  OWGiNAL EOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTE 

As a regular viewer and strong suppalter of "Lie It Is", I gm outre& et the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to inserr 
"Inside. Stuff", a quasi spoas, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for W A X - T V s  lone Black public affairs program I 6nd the decision an insult to our 
amununity, offensive to our intelligence, and h u m i l i g  to the program's psoducer. 

"Liki It Is", with its multiple award winning prodmerand host Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with thely and critical analysis of the political, eumomic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride d self-atteem to our community. I find the decision to reduoe the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information witbin an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week4o-week serial context. The historic Kemer Cmrmissioncalled upon ttK 
media to provide greater representation of &e of color in general and the Black Community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counby's ethnic diverdy, "Like It Is" 
has offered a unique and most needed oppoaunity for people to examine aurent Bffain &rot& an 
authentic. Atiiw-Am&can perspective. To date it is the longea Nnning A6.ican-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had give0 both WAFK-TV and the ABC N e t w d  
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
docmeataries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains thatpeople of African ancestryhavemade inmedia during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and repmentarion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Lh It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Bladc progmm 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of aiTtime a week, coupled with your station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time fonnat, refie& a dangaons, frightening 
dd&itrend.  

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. We are vuy much aware that 
Dislqs an entmtaimnent conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &in department Nhile I 
will always support "Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will he forced to find &er ways to express my displeasure via my netwd viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will m u r a g e  others to do the same. There are many ways in which my Community 
cao register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that "Like It Is" 
serves. And as Black History Maoth is fast appr&g, and as "Like It Is" always does special 
propmmhg to honor this mod^, it is evenmore urgent h t  you return theshow to its origiaal hour 
immediely. If this show is not returned to its one hour f m  in time for Black History mo& I will 
withour hes i ion  use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, CoChair Disney Media Networks, David Stan, Commissioner of the NI3A 
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ZMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK ~imw nxom 

As 8 regular Viewer and strong supporter of ''Like It Is", I am outraged at the decision of N'AEC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news progmm to 8. half hour shot+, in order to ioSert 
"inside Stuff', a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the. space 
originally allotted far WAJK-TV's lone Black public 2lffain pmgmm. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intdligence, and humiliating to the program's producer. 

"Like It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and hwt Gil Noble, has & its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econOmic and culhwl issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our Community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thoron& infanmion within an hour, wviti~out 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater represeutation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing vaxiom issues and vie.rpoints that make up t h i s  county's ethnic divenity, "Like It Is" 
has offered a unique and most needed owormnity for people to examine current affairs through, an 
authentic Af&m-Am&an perspective.. To date It i s  the longest nmniOg Afriw-Americw produced 
television program in the U.S. (which prevMusly had g i . ~ ~  bod? WABC-TV and the ABC New&. 
considerable praise in the Black cmununiv) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documeamies in &is colmtry on the Africsn experience in the US., Caribbean and even AI%= itseK. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Africanaucestryhavemade inmedia dunng the past 
decades are being systematicauy reversed. Racial divaSity in media omnership and repmenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly schednled B W  programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a we+ coupled with your station's decision to firu 
hy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and d- i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. We arc very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns AEK and its new and public affi& depaitment. M%Ie I 
will always supp0rt"Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reawnable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to iind other w v  to express my displeasure via my neiwork viewing habits and my 

ia Nehuorics, David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT fN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As ti regular viewer and strong suppsrter of ”Like It Is”, I am antraged at the decision of U‘ABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public Senicemews program to II half hour show in order to ioSert 
‘Inside S W ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, io the space 
0ri&aUy allotted far WABC-Ws lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insdt to OUT 
community, offensiw to our intelligence, and humiliating to the pogram’s producer. 

“L.i i .  It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Nohle, has served its viewen for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and dam11 issues thaf shape 
our lives and ms pride and self‘eem to our ccmmuniiy. I find the decision to rednce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to proxlde thomngh information within an hour, withont 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial conrext. The historic Kemer Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater represenlation of people of cdor in general and the Black mmmnnity in 
particular by ai&g various issues and vieapoints that make up this counq’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most Reeded oppoaunity for people to exatnine current affairs through an 
authentic A6icmAmeriCan perspectiw. To date it is the longest running A f i i w - h e r i q n  produced 
television pmgrm in the U.S. (which previously bad giwn both WABC-TV and the ABC Netwd. 
considerable prai% in the Black community) that has producgd the largest body of prognuns and 
docvmentaries in this counhy on the African expeflace in the U.S., caribhean and even Afiiw itself. 

Today, many of rhe gains that people of Afxican ancesfq have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial divmity in media ownership and represenration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Lk It Is” is one of the only regularly schded Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time fommt, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
andddingtrend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ‘‘Like It Is” to its original hour format. We BIT very much aware that 
Disley, an entertainment conglomerate, owns AFK and its news and public a E i  department. WhiIe I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
s m .  And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as Wre It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more “gent that you return the show to its o r @ d  hour 
immediiely. If this show is not returned fo its one hour fonnat in time for BIack History mo& I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, CoChair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Conunissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
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JMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO m ORIGINAL HOCIR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a r w a r  viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is", I am outraged at the decision of WABC-7v to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news progmm to a half hour show in d e r  to insert 
"Inside Stuff", a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted far WABC-Ws lone Black public affairs p~ogram. I find the decision an imdt to OUT 
anmnunity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program's pducer. 

"L& It Is", with its multiple a d  winning producer and host Gil Noble, has s e d  its viewers for oyer 
the last 34 yean with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural isms that shape 
OUT liws and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the propam is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation w&in 811 hour, withom 
having to resort to a new iveek-to-week serial context. The historic K e m a  Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
paaicular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up tbis COUII~TY'S ethic diversity, "Like It Is" 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairr throw& an 
authentic Aiiin-AmeriCan perspective. To date it is the longest running Afkw-heri~~~ produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previoUSly had ~.vea botll W N - T V  and the ABC Network 
considerable pmke in 
documentaries in this country on the African eqhxiience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itsel€ 

Today, many of the gains that people of acari ancestly have made in media during the past three 
decades am being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media owne~~hip and repmenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The Ead that "Like It Is" is one of the only ~gularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and distuhii trend. 

Again, I call upon you to r e m  "Like It Is" to its original hour format We are very much aware tha 
Disney. an -ent conglomerate. owns ABC and its news and public &ai& department. While I 
will always support "Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be f o r d  to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaini to what we feel is your insensitiv+ty to the audience that "Like It Is" 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as "wre It Is" always does special 
p"gramming to honor this mOnm, it is even more urgent tbat you rehnn the show to its or ig id  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour fonnat in time for Black History md~, I d l  
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Black community) that has produced the largest body of progrsms and 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Cochair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of ”Like It Is”, I am outraged et the decision of U‘ABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed phlic serVice/news program to a half hour show in order to insert 
”Inside S W ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
origioaUy dotted far WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs prognun I fiod the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the pugam’s producer. 

%Xe It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and hosf Gii Noble, has sened its viewers for ova 
the last 34 years with timeIy and critical analysis of the politid, ecmmmic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and seIf-estm to OUT community. I find the decision to reduce the prom is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorwgh irtfowaton witbin an hour, without 
having to resoti to a new week-to-week serial antext. The historic Kemer Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color io gelleral and the Black commuRity in 
particular by airing mious issues and viewpoints that make up &is counq’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed oppormnity for people to exBmine ament affairs tbmu& an 
a u k &  Afiiw-American pers@ve. To date it is the longest ruaning Afiin-Americao pwduced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given bo& W W - T V  and the Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced &e largest body of progrsms and 
documentaries in this country on the Afiican experience in the US, C a r i b  and ewn Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiican anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematidy reversed. Racial diversity in media o~mmhip and repmentation in !he 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Lh It Is” is one of the only reguIarly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAI3C-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, fright- 
a n d d d i b e n d  

Again, I call upon you to r e . m  ”Like It Is” to its original hour fomtat. We are very much aware that 
I)lsley, an enmtakmeat conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &ai& department. While I 
wiII always support “Like It Is” and GI Noble, I feel that if these reawnable requests are not granted I 
will be for& to find other ways to express my displeasure via my nehuork viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my Community 
cao register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to the audienw that “Like It Is” 
-s. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is’’ always does Special 
progmmmiq to honor this m o a  ir is even more urgenf that you return the show to its o w  hour 
immediiely. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoty month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 
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cc: Anne U Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks, David Stan, Commissioner of the NBA 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL EWR FORMAT iN TIME FOR 
BLACK HiSTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of U’ABC-W to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public Servicemews program to P half hour show in nrder to insat 
‘%side S W ,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
o n ~ n a l l y  allotted far WA€3C-TV’s lone Black puMic affairs program I find the decision BII insult to olir 
oonrmunit)., offensive to our i n t d l i ~ ,  and bumiliing to the pmgram’s produca. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award wirming producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and culhnal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our Cammcmity. I find the decision to redm the pro- is 
an attempt to diminish its Capacity and continuity to provide through infonuationwithinan hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context The historic Kerner Comtnission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of wIar in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counhy’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’’ 
has offered a unique and most needed oppodty  for people to examine cul~ent thr-. an 
aUttteatic Af&an-American peqxdve. To date it is the longest nmkg A6.ican-Americaa produced 
tetevision program in the U.S. (which previously bad given both W W - T V  and the ABC Netvak 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of pmgnuns and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., caribbesn and even Africa itsex. 

Today, many of the gains &at people of Afiican M~X- have made in media during the past lhree 
desades =e being systematidy reversed. Racial diversity in media omership and representaton in &e 
uewsroonls is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only q d a r l y  scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAE3C-TV out of 168 hours of aidme a w* coupled With your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, d e d s  a dangerous, frightening 
and d w i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return ‘‘me It Is” to its original hour format. We BTC vay much aware that 
Disnq: an enmhkment conglomerate, owns AEK and its news and public af€aii department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is“ and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will he forced to find other wap to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your msmsitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
se.rves. And as Black History Man& is fast approaching, and as ”wre It Is” always does special 
propmming to honor &is month, it is evedl more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediiely. If this show is not relumcd to its one hour format in time for Black Hisroty &I&, I d l  
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-chair Disney Media Networks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 
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IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE l7'lS TO ITS ORIGLNAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY niom 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is", I am antraged at the decision of U'ABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public savicelnews prog~am to a half hour show in arda to insert 
'Tuside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy off&ng in the space 
ongindy allotted far WABC-TV's lone Black public affairs pmgram. I h d  the decision an insult to our 
community, ~ffensi\*e to OUT inteuigenct, and humilinting to the program's producer. 

"Like It Is", with its multiple award winning p r h  and host GI Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 yeam with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues rhat shape 
our lives and brings pide and self-esteem to our unnmunity. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and antiunity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new wd-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide gceater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing vglious issues and viewpoints that make up ttus country's ethnic diversity, "Like It Isv 
has offered a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic Af i i cmAm4~an  perspective. TO date it is the I~ngest iunning African-Americaa produced 
television prog~am in the U.S. (which previously bad giwu both WAX-TV an.d &e ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black Community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaiies in this countzy on the African experieace in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiicanancestryhave madeinmedia dmng the past tbree. 
decades ax being systematidy reversed. Racial diversity in medm ownership and representatiOn in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The 6x3 that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduied Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of aimme a week, coupled nith y m  station's decision to first 
hy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
anddisturbingbead 

Again, I call upon yon to rehun "Like It Is" to its original hour format. We are very much aware tfiat 
D w ,  an entCrtainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its new and public a t h i i  deparhnent. While I 
will always support "Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
wil l  be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage &as to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pettaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that "Like It W 
m s .  And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as 'U te  It Is" always does special 
propmming to honor tfiis month, it is even more urgent ihat you r e m  the show to is original hour 
immediiely. Iffhis show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histoq~ modq I d l  
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

cc' Anne M. Sweeney, Cochair Disney Media NehmricS, David Stem Commissioner of the N B A  



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoh Square 

New Y o 4  New I'ork I0023 

IMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTll 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of "Lie It Is", I am outraged a# the decision of WAFGTV to cut 
the f m t  of this highly esteemed public servicelnews program to a half hour show in der to insert 
"Inside Stuff", a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originaIIy dotted far WAX-TVs lone Black public affain pmpm I 6ud the decision an insult to our 
communit)i, offensiw to our intelligence, and h u m i l i  to the program's producer. 

"Lib It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and hosl Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and d h w l  issues h t  shape 
our lives and brings prideand selfeteeaa to ourmunnunity. Ifindthe decjsion toreduce the prom is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and contindy to provide thorough infomation within an hour, xvithont 
having to resoct to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon &e 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black comm(Bity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counby's ethnic divesity, "Lie It Is* 
has offered a unique and most needed opportnnity for people to examine current affairs ttcrough an 
authentic AfXw-Americm perspective.  To date it is the longest luaniog A6ican-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given W . H r M - T V  ar?d the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of pmgrams and 
documentaries in this country ou the African experience in the US., Cariibeaa and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of &can ancestq haw made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed k d  diversify in medm ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
p r o d d  at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your Station's decision to ftrst 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, r e f l a  a dangerous, frightetung 
a n d d W i b e a d  

Again, I calI upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. We are vay much a w e  thai 
Disney, an entertaimnent conglomerate, owns ABC and its new and public affairs depument. While I 
will always supp0rt"Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel &at if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience &at "Like It Is" 
serves. And as Black History Maoth is fast approaching and as W e  It Is" always does Special 
pqyamtuing to honor this month, it is e m  more urgenr that you rebnn the show to its original hour 
immediiely. If &is show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

do& - 
cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Neiworks; David Stem, Commissioner of the NBA 



Ross McMullk 
PRESIDENT & CEO 
adidas .America 
PO Box 4015 
Beaverton, OR 97076 1 

re: the Preemption of % hour of .‘Like It 1s- for “NBA Inside Stuf f ‘  

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show “NBA Inside Stuff.” 

1 am alerting the sponsors of diis show to an issue drat could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shom great insensitivity to its liewen of African descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award winning public affiirs program “Like It Is,” which is committed to helping society 
examine affairs through an authentic Ahcan American perspective, for a half hour of “NBA Inside StuK”. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over the last 
54 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general atid the Black community io particular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunit). for people to examine current affairs through an authentic Afiican-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest running African-American produced tele\ision program in the U.S. (which previously had 
Ziven both WMC-TV and the ABC Nehvork considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

W..ZBC-TV currently devotes less dmn an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs programming that give the 
Afirican perspective on issues affecting our community. My request to this network is sinrple. R e m  “Like It Is’‘ 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely the)] can find room for “NB.4 Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, 1 will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of “NBA Inside Stuff,” 
viewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. .And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socio-economic issues 

reas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
ned to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

cc: Dave Da\:is, President of WABC-TV; Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Ross McMullin 
PRESIDENT & CEO 
adidas America 

Beavetton, OR 97076 
PO Box 3015 

re: tf PR nption of % hour of “Me It ;?” for “NBA Inside Stuff‘ 

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show “NBA Inside Stuff,.” 

I ani alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue tliat could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
producrs. WABC-TV and Disney has shown great insensitivity to its viewers of African descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award WiNung public affairs progam “Like It Is,” which is committed to helping society 
examine affairs thmugh an authentic African American perspective, for a half hour of ”NBA Inside Stuff.“. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has sewed its viewers for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical adys is  of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black conunutiity in p;uzicular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an authentic Afiican-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest running African-American produced television program in the U.S. (which previously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

WABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 houn to public affairs programming that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our conununity. My request to this network is simple. Return “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour p r o g m i n g .  And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special progamming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, 1 will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of”NB.4 Inside Stuff.” 
ciewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main tmget audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than OUT history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

. .  : 
: .  , :  I -  . . . .  i. : c - i - . .  , ,  

Name (print) and date 
‘i 

s.. . . i . .  > .  . .  : -. T 

signature - 

address 

cc: Dave Davis. President of WABC-TV: .Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Ross McMullin 
PRESIDENT & CEO 
adidas America 

Beaverton, OR 97076 
PO BOX 4a15 

re: the Preemption of % hour of “Like It Is’‘ for “NB,4 Inside Stuff‘ 

It has come to my attention that adidas LIS sponsored adverrising on the show, “NBA Inside Stuff.“ 

1 am alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue that could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shown great insensitivity to its viewers of African descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award winning public afWs progam “Like It Is,” which is committed to helping society 
examine affairs through an authentic African American perspective, for a half hour of “NBA Inside Stuff.”. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has sewed its viewers for ovei- the last 
34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kemer Conunission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in paticular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Lke It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current &ai15 through an authentic African-.4merican perspective. 
To date it is the longest running Afiican-American produced television program in the U S .  (which preiiously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this counby on the African experience in the US. ,  Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

W’ABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs pmpun ing  that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our conununity. My request to this network is simple. Remn “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff‘ in another time slot. 

If this is not done, 1 will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors 0f“NBA Inside Stuff.” 
viewers of “Like It Is“ are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WAE3C-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socioeconomic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

sfmature I n 

address / 

cc: Dave Davis, President of WABC-TV: h e  M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Ross McMullin, 
FRESIDENT &CEO 
adidas America 

Beaverton, OR 97076 
PO Box 4015 

re: the Preemption of % hour of ‘*Like It Is” for “NB,4 Inside S f l  

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show ’WBA Inside Stuff.” 

I ani alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue that could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shorn great insensititity to its viewers of African descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award winning public affairs program “Like It Is,” which is committed to helping society 
enamine affairs through an authentic hfrican American perspective, for a half hour of “NBA Inside Stuff,”. 

“Like It Is“. with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general atid the Black community iti particular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s etlutic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed oppoilunity for people to exanine cment affairs through an authentic Afiican-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest m u n g  African-American produced television program in the U.S. (which previously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself 

WABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 how3 to public affairs progranUning that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our community. My request to this network is siniple. Return “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, I will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of “NBA Inside Stuff.” 
viewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publiciiyMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than OUT history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure mal you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

cc: Dave Daxis, President of WABC-TV. .Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Ross McMullia 
PRESEDENT & CEO 
adidas America 
PO Box 4Q15 
Beaverton, OR 97076 

re: the Preemption o I hour of “Wie It Is” for “NB,4 Inside Stuff‘ 

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advenising on the show “NBA Inside Stuff..” 

I am alerting the sponsors of tlus show to an issue that could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shown geat insensitivity to its viewers of African descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award winning public affairs progam “Lke It Is,” which is coinmitred to helping society 
examine affairs through an authentic African American perspective, for a half hour of “NB.4 Inside Stuff.”. 

“Like It Is”. with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its vieweis for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
kings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black cotnmunity in particular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opporhuiity for people to examine c a n t  aftairs through an authentic Afiican-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest running African-American produced tele\ision progam in the U.S. (which previously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body ofprograms and documentaries in this country on the Afiican experience in the U.S., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

WABC-TV cmently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs programming that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our community. My request to this network is simple. Remi  “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for ‘T\IBA Inside Stuff’ in another time slot. 

If this is not done, 1 will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of “NBA Inside Stuff,” 
viewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than OUT histow and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so jnclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

signature 
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address 

cc: Dave Davis. President of WABC-TV, Anne M. Sweenq. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Ross McMullk 
PRESIDENT & CEO 
adidas .4nterica 
PO Box 4015 
Beaverton. OR 97076 

re: ! Preemption c % hour of “Like It ;* for ”NBA Inside S W  

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show “NBA Inside Stuff.” 

1 an: alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue tllat could potentially negatively impact the sales of their 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shown great insensitivity fo its viewers of African descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award winniq public affairs program “Like It Is,” which is committed to helping society 
esamine affairs through an authentic African American perspective, for a half hour of “NBA Inside Stuff.”. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical aimlysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of c.olor in general and the Black cotuniunity in particular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine cwent affairs through an authentic African-hiencan perspective. 
To date it is the longest running Afncan-American produced tele\ision program in the U.S. (which preciously had 
5 ,?ken both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Can.bbean and 
eten Africa itself. 

WABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public &airs progranmktg that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting OUT community. My request to this network is simple. R e m  “Like It 1s” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black Histosy Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, I will register my displeasure with the networks offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors Of “NBA Inside Stuff:” 
viewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV h a s  generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

o the n&ds of their sponsors 

cc: Dave Da\is. President of WABC-w h e  M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Dave Davis 
Presidenf and General Manager 

7 Lincoln Square 
New York, NY 10023 

WABC-TV 

RETURN LIKE IT IS TO KTS ORIGINAL 1 HOIJR FORMAT! 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of“Like It Is’‘ I am outraged at the decision of WABC- 
TV to cut the format of this esteemed public servicehews show to % hour, in order to expand 
the time allotted for sports and entertainment. How insulting! 

“Like It Is,” with its award winning host and producer Gil Noble, has served the American 
public for the past 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and 
cultural issues that shape our lives. Serving the mandate of the Kerner Commission, which 
called upon the meha to provide greater representation of people of color and the various issues 
and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an African American 
perspective. To date it is the longest running African American produced television program in 
the US and has produced the largest body of programs and documentaries on Black Americans. 

Today many of the gains that people of color have made in media broadcasting are being 
reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the news rooms is in 
decljne. The fact that “Like It Is” is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAt3C-T@, coupled with your station’s decision to first try to eliminate the 
program and then to slash the time format, reflects this dangerous and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. I am very aware that 
Disney owns ABC. While I will always support this program, if this reasonable request is not 
granted, I will find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. And I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which 
my community can register its displeasure pertaining to your insensitivity to the audience that 
“Like It Is” serves. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 

7Lincolao Square 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

mMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE R I S  TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK AISTORY MONTH 

As B r&ar viewer and smug suppolter of “Like It Is”, I am ~utrsged at the decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicdnews prograin to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entataimeat and sometimes situatim comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted far WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision ai insult to OUT 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple. award winning producpr and bost Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the politid, econoPnic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem io our community. I find the decision io reduce the p r o w  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity io provide thorough information within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comnussion &led upon the 
media to provide greater represeutation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’‘ 
has offered a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to exanine current affairs though an 
anthentic African-American perspectiw. To date it is the longest nmnhg African-American produced 
televisioii program in the US. (which previously had given both WABGTV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in me Black community) that has p r o d d  the largest body of propms and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itseIf. 

Today, many of the gains that people of M c m  amestxy have made in media durjng the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media omenhip and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Lk It Is” is one of the only regulrly scheduled Bladc programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled tilth your station’s deckion to first 
by to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbii trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney* an entertainment congIomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to fmd other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitiviiy to the audience that “Like It IS“ 
serves. And as Black Histw Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Js” always does special 
programming to honor this monh it is even more urgent &at you return the 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black H i r y  mon& I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

to its ongtnal hour 



Mr. Dave Davis 
prtsident and General Manager 
WABC-TV 

7Lincolna S4we 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOCTR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MOMYI 

As 8 regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the format of this higbly esteemed public mvice/news prograin to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Sruff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
onginally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &a& program. I find the decision an insult to our 
comnlunity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the progmm’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, wiith its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timelyand critical analysis of &e political, econOmic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to ow commCmity. I find the decision to reduce the propaai is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continaity to provide thorough infomaion within an how3 wirhout 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpints that make up t h i s  country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine current a f f k  tho@, an 
authentic Afiican-Americm perspective. To date it is the longest nmaing African-American produced 
television program i-n the U.S. (which preeviously had giwn both WABC-TV and tl?e A W  Nehvo& 
considerable praise in the Black commrmity) that has produced the largest body of program and 
documentaries in this countiy on the African ehinence in the US., Caribbean and even Afiica itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African a n c e s t ~ ~  have made in media during the past tbree 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The hct that ”Like It 1s” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decidon to f i s t  
hy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, ~ghtening 
and d i d i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are vay much aware that 
Dmq: an entertainment conglomeratez owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing p e r .  I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my coaununity 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as U e  Jt Is” always does special 
progmming to honor this month, if is even more “gent mat you return the show to its o w  hour 
immedwely. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I \ d l  
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
wmc-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 
New Yo* New 1’01% 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGIN AL HOUR FORMA TINTI ME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY nfom 

As a regular viewer and strong suppolter of “Like it Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this himy esteemed public seividnews program to a half hour show in o& to iasclt 
‘‘Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the spa% 
o r i g d l y  allotted far WABC-WS lone Black public atfairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

%Ice It Is”, with its mulhple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has s e d  its viewers for over 
the last 34 yeias with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pide and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to rcduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infonnation within an how: without 
having to resort to a new webto-week s e d  context. The hist& K- CorrrmisSiOn called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of peopIe of color in general and !he Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and Gewpoints that make up this counhy’s ethnic diversity, “Like It IT 
has offered a unique and most needed opporhmity for people to examine aurent affairs through an 
autheotic African-American Perspective. To date it is the longest NMiag African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previouSly had giwn both WAX-TV and the AB(: N m d .  
considerable praise in the Black community) thar has produced the largest body of progmms and 
documentaries in this counby on the African e q m k c e  in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the @s that people of Afiicm ancestq haw made in media h i n g  the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial divers@ in media ownership and r e p r d o n  in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The olct that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Bladi programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is“ to its original hour format. We are way much aware that 
Disney* an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. M’hile I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not grantd, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enconrage others to do the m e .  There are many ways in which my comm~ty 
cau register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as ‘like It Is” always does special 
propmming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you return the show ro its on@ hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

a dangerous, frightening 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w mc--iv 
7 L h h  S9we 
New York, New York 10023 

EWMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE f l f S  TO ITS ORI GWAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HESTORY RlONTB 

AS a r@ar viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am oubuged at the decision of UrABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public senicehews prograin to a half hour show in order to ioscrt 
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
On’.ginaUy allotted far WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to OUT 

community, offensiw to our intelligence, and humiliating to the propam’s producer. 

“Like It IS”, with its multiple award winning producer and how Gil Noble, has sened its viewen for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
OUT lives and brings p d e  and self-esteem to our community. I find the decisioa to reduce Me p r o m  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continnity to provide thorongh information within an hour> without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Conmussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing miow issues and viewpoints that make up this covntry’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Isn 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs duough an 
authentic Af?ican-Atnencan perspective. To date it is the longest iUnning Mn-Amqim produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC N-. 
considerable praise in &e Black community) that hss p r o d d  the largest body of programs and 
doctimentruies in this counw on the African ehperience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afrjcan ancesq have made in media 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and r e p r d o n  in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Lk It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black pmgmns 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to &st 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and dimrbiing bend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware thar 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Maatfi is fast approaching, and as “Wre Jt Is’’ always does special 
pqmmming to honor this m o a  ii is even more urgent that you return the &ow to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour fonnat in time for Black Hisrory month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

the past tbree 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
wmc-TV 
7 Lincoln0 Square 
New Yolk, New So& 10023 

LMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKEITISTO lls ORIGINAL HOUR FORMATINTIME FOR 
BLACK HiSTURY MONTB 

AS 8 regular viewer and strong suppolter of "Like It Is", I rn outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public savicehtews program to a half hour show in order to ioscrt 
'Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy ~ff&ia& in the space 
originally allotted for WAW-TV's lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
comunic)i, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to lite pognun's produar. 

"Like It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timeIy and critical analysis of &e politid, ecoflomic and c u l d  issues that shnpc 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our c-unily. I find the decision to reduce the program i s  
an aitempt to diminish its capacity and continnity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resott to a new wd-to-week serial context. The histork K e r n  comnlission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the BlacL Commcmity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this comhy's etlmic diversity, "Like It IT 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examiRe current &airs through an 
authentic AG-ican-Amercan perspective. To date it is the longst Nnoing Afiican-Americun produced 
tekrision program in the U.S. (whicli previously had given both WAX-TV and the ABC Netwak 
considerable praise in the Black community) &at has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countxy on the African ehprience in the US., Caribbean and even Afiica itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiiwn ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial dives@ in media ownership and r e p r d o n  in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled Blacl; programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu ofthat slash the time fomat, reflects a dangerous, ~ g h t e  
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is'' to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Dmey, an entednment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &airs department. While I 
will always support "Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my wmrmmity 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitiviw to the audience that "Like It IS" 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as "Like It 1s" always does special 
programmio$ to honor this mon& it is even more urgenr that you ream the show to its o@ hour 
immediitely. If this show is not returned to its one hour formal in time for Black History mo& I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Managex 
WABC-TV 
7 b w h  Square 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

f L H  FORMATMTIMEFR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is", I wn ouhsged at the decision of N7,413C-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicemeWS program to a half Bow show m order to insnt 
"Inside. Stuff', a quasi sports, entertainment and soraetks situation comedy offerin& in the space 
originally allotted f a  WABC-TV's lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an kdt  to OUT 

community, offensiw to our intelligence, and humiliating to &e popram's podurn. 

%ke It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewe~s for over 
thc last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of rhe political, economic and cultunl issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decisirm to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and colainnity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new weel-to-week serial context. The historic K e r n  Commission called upon the 
media to provide mater representation of people of color in general and the Black commufiity in 
particular by airing vruious issues and viewpoints thaf make up this couoby's ethnic diverrity, "Like It Is" 
has offered a unique and most needed oppomcnit). for people to exmine current &sirs through an 
authentic African-American ppective. To date it is the longest Nnoiag African-AReriw produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previouSly bad given botil. WABC-TV nnd tf\e ABC Netwd .  
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on &e Aiiican eqmience in the U.S., Caribbeau and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiican ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media o d p  and r e p r d o n  in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ''Lk It Is" is one of the only regularly scheduled B W  programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station's decidon to &st 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time fonnai, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, 1 call upon you to retutu "Like It Is" to its original hour format. We are way much aware that 
D h q s  an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
wilI always support"Like It Is" and Gil Noble> I fcel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my nehvorli viewing habits and my 
pnrchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that "Like It Is" 
serves. And as Black Histary Month is fast approachin& and as ''Like Jt Is" always does special 

immediately. If fhjs show is not returned YO its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will 
programoling YO honor this m o a  it is even more urgent &at you r e m  the show to its onginnl hour 

without hesitation use the options mentioned above. \- 

Y 

\ 



Mr. Dave Davis 
h s i d m t  and General Manam 
WABC-TV 
7 Lmmb Square 
New Yo&, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE 17 IS TO ITS OIUGLNAL HOUR FORMAT LN TDlE FOR 
BLACK HlSTORY MONTH 

As a regular Viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of tfiis highly esteemed public serv icdm program to a half hour show in order to ioSert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situatimccmedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted far WABc-TV’s lone Black public affairs progmn. I find the decision an imult to ow 
mmmunity, offensiw to our intelligeuce, and humiliating to the pm%ram’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, 141th its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the propram is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemec Comnussioncalled upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is* 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cu~~ent &airs th roe ,  an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longea ruaniOg Afiim-American produced 
tekbision program in the US. (whic!i previously had given bod1 WABC-TV and the A X  Netwotk 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body ofprvgmms and 
documentaries in this country on the Afiican experience in the U.S., can’bbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of rhe gains that people of African ancestry bave made in media duriog the past three 
decades are being systemtically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black program 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, refleas a dangerous: fightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you m return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Dmey, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and GI Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
saves. And as Black History Mmtb is fast approachhg, and as %&e It Is” always does special 
progmming to honor this month it is even more ur- h t  you rehnn the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Resident and -era1 Manager 
WP5C-TV 
7 Lincoh S9me 
New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY REWRN LIKE IT  fS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT Dl TIME FOR 
BLACK H~STORY niom 

As B regular viewer and stroug supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WN3C-W to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public senicehtew.~ program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff“, a quasi spom, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, io the space 
oiiginally allotted far W A K - W s  lone Black public &airs program. I h d  the decision an insult to OUT 

community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has s e d  its viewcrs for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the politid, economic and cultural issues that shape 
OUT lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program i s  
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infamation within an hour: rvithout 
ha- to resort to a new week-to-week serial wntext. The historic Kemer Conmussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black Community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethoic dives@, “Like It I f  
has offered a unique and most needed oppommity for people to examine wmnt aff& through an 
authentic Afiican-hrican perspective. TO date it is the longest nuining Afiiw-Amcrican pmduced 
te!evision program in the U.S. (which previous!y had giwn bo& WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of prognuns and 
document~es in this country on &e Afiiw ekperience in tbe US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiican ancesq have made in media during the p”t three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial divmity in media ownenhip and r e p r d o n  in IIE 
newsrooms is in decline. Tbe fab that *Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled B W  program 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decidon to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, &e& a dangerous, fightenkg 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is* to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Dimey? an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its new and public affairs department. MWe I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if dwse reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enmurage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black Histary Month is fast approaching, and as “ M e  It 3s” always does special 
pro&ramming to honor this monrh it is eve.u more urgent #hat you return the show to its o q b a l  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I w i l l  
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 


